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cuneiform signs into their elements, and by choosing such significations of 
these elementary parts as suit his case, the author, through labyrinthian 
processes, arrives at his conclusions. His transformations from Pa-te-si to 
Cabiri on p. 65 seq. illustrate quite fairly his method. Book II deals with 
Mosaic and Babylonian cosmogony. By his own peculiar methods the author 
announces that he has proved that the race was cradled on Mt. Meru, and 
from that point radiated the different nations with their quota of religion and 
civilization. " On that summit, which penetrated the rotating center of the 
celestial sphere, the divine and human were first united in blissful fellowship." 
Book III is devoted to a discussion of the "celestial earth." All the great 
events of the race in its edenic period are found to have taken place at the 
summit of Mt. Meru. To determine the date of that mysterious epoch in 
human history the author discusses in Book IV the twelve stars of Phoenicia. 
He attempts to show that "they exhibit the order in which the Mosaic ante- 
diluvian genealogy was adjusted to the zodiac." Book V attacks the prob- 
lem of zodiacal chronology, and discovers the characteristic features of the 
Eden of Genesis in that particular celestial region around and centering in 
the constellation Lyra. In his concluding remarks he seems to have settled 
all the problems touching the antiquity, the religion, the dispersion and the 
development of the race. 

The work displays a prodigious amount of reading in the departments of 
mythology and the so-called occult sciences. It also shows what can be done 
by setting out to prove a particular proposition rather than to ascertain the 
truth. The author bends every point to establish his preconception of the 
location of the original central home of the race. His methods are multi- 
farious, suspicious and even vicious. By them anything can be proved, any- 
thing that one desires can be established. Where he clings close to recog- 
nized leaders, he presents with force some truths, but his speculations 
therefrom have rarely more than a tangential relation to the original. The 
arrangement of the subject matter is exceedingly unfortunate. Altogether 
the work does not add to the equipment of the scholar, either in material or 
in the conception of truth. Price. 



How to Read the Prophets. With Explanations, Map and Glossary. By Rev 

Buchannan Blake, B.D. Part III, Jeremiah. New York: imported 

by Charles Scribner's Sons. Chicago: A. C. McClurg & Co., 1892. Pp. 

287. Price, $1.50. 

Mr. Blake has already given us two small works arranged on the plan of 

this third part. The main features of the book are a new translation and 

arrangement of the prophecies of Jeremiah in the supposed chronological order. 

In this arrangement he embodies such passages of Kings and Chronicles 

as throw light upon the utterances of Jeremiah. 173 pages of the hcok are 

devoted to the presentation of this material. The second division vi about 



BOOK REVIEWS. 39 1 

ioo pages takes the same matter and weaves it into narrative form. The 
third division, of a few pages only, discusses the religious conceptions of Jere- 
miah, gives us a chronological table and a glossary of names and notes, followed 
by a subject index. Considerable care has been used in the presentation of the 
poetical form. This adds very greatly to the beauty of the prophecy and the 
vividness of the thought. It makes also a handsomer page for the reader. 
But he has not always carefully observed the divisions of the verses. For 
example: In chapter ix. 17-22 (pp. 47-48) the characteristic metre of the 
dirge, and that which makes it the more effective is unnoticed. Likewise in 
chapter li., we have a similar disregard of the metre. It is to be noted that 
he locates chapters vii.-ix, in the reign of Jehoiakim, as being a more elabo- 
rate presentation of the discourse mentioned in chapter xxvi. After chapters 
xxv. 38 he introduces the prophecies against foreign nations. But why should 
these not be brought in immediately after xxv. 13, as in the Septuagint, and 
allow the remaining verses of chapter xxv. to summarize what is said in these 
longer prophecies of xlvi.-xlix? There is apparently some confusion also in 
the arrangement of his matter. For example : On page 96 after he has 
nearly finished up the reign of Jehoiakim, he introduces the brief reign of 
Jehoahaz ; also on pages 96a and 96b, he introduces, entirely out of chrono- 
logical order, matter concerning the reign of Jehoiachin. Following that on 
page 97 we have the account of the death of Jehoiakim. It seems that the 
author had omitted two pages and afterward attempted to insert them 
between two closely connected in thought. This is a blemish which should 
be corrected before another edition of the book. Another conclusion for 
which no reason appears is that chapters ix. 23 -x. 17 were uttered by 
Jeremiah in Egypt. Chapters l.-li., are later productions, added to the book 
by some later hand. Taking the book as a whole it will be useful in giving 
the reader a connected story of Jeremiah's work, but it would add very 
greatly to the satisfaction of the general reader for whom it was prepared to 
know why this or that order has been adopted. A few lines only of explana- 
tion would have sufficed. The most ordinary reader will not be satisfied nor 
be ready to accept his chronological divisions. But the life of Jeremiah and 
the condition of his times will be more vivid and of more real value to him 
after having once read the volume. Price. 



Sermons on Subjects connected with the Old Testament. By S. R. Driver, 
D.D., Regius Professor of Hebrew, Oxford. London : Methuen & Co. 
This is a volume of twelve sermons preached in Oxford and Cambridge, 
and published as a supplement to the author's " Introduction to the Literature 
of the Old Testament." They are meant to illustrate Dr. Driver's contention 
that the adoption of critical conclusions " implies no change in respect to the 
Divine attributes of the Old Testament ; no change in the lessons of human 



